
































































































Math-Aids.Com

TrianglesTriangles

A triangle has three sides and three angles.

The three angles always add up to 180 degrees.

Equilateral, Isosceles and Scalene

There are three special names given to triangles that tell how many sides and angles are equal.

There can be 3, 2, or NO equal sides and angles:

Equilateral Triangle

a a

a

60o 60o

60o

aThree equal sides.

Three equal angles, always 60 .
o

Isosceles Triangle

a a

b

0- 0-

a

0-
Two equal sides.

Two equal angles.

Scalene Triangle
a b

c

No equal sides.

No equal angles.



Math-Aids.Com

TrianglesTriangles
What Type of Angle ?

Triangles can also have names that tell you what type of angle is inside:

Acute Triangle
< 90o

All angles are less than 90 .
o

Right Triangle

  90o Has a right angle ( 90  )
o

Obtuse Triangle

> 90o Has an angle greater than 90 .
o

Combining the Names.

Sometimes a triangle may have two names, here is a list of possible combinations:

Right Scalene Triangle
Has a right angle ( 90  ), and no equal
sides or angles.

o
Right Isosceles Triangle
Has a right angle ( 90  ) and two
equal angles ( 45  ), and two equal sides.

o

o

Obtuse Scalene Triangle
Has an angle > 90 , and no equal sides
or angles.

o
Obtuse Isosceles Triangle
Has an angle > 90 , and two equal sides.

o

Acute Scalene Triangle
Has all angles < 90 , and no equal sides
or angles.

o
Acute Isosceles Triangle
Has all angles < 90 , and two
equal sides.

o
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TrianglesTriangles
What Type of Angle ?

Triangles can also have names that tell you what type of angle is inside:

Acute Triangle
< 90o

All angles are less than 90 .
o

Right Triangle

  90o Has a right angle ( 90  )
o

Obtuse Triangle

> 90o Has an angle greater than 90 .
o

Combining the Names.

Sometimes a triangle may have two names, here is a list of possible combinations:

Right Scalene Triangle
Has a right angle ( 90  ), and no equal
sides or angles.

o
Right Isosceles Triangle
Has a right angle ( 90  ) and two
equal angles ( 45  ), and two equal sides.

o

o

Obtuse Scalene Triangle
Has an angle > 90 , and no equal sides
or angles.

o
Obtuse Isosceles Triangle
Has an angle > 90 , and two equal sides.

o

Acute Scalene Triangle
Has all angles < 90 , and no equal sides
or angles.

o
Acute Isosceles Triangle
Has all angles < 90 , and two
equal sides.

o



Name :

Teacher : Date :

Score :

Math-Aids.Com

Identify and Calculate the Area and Perimeter for each Triangle.Identify and Calculate the Area and Perimeter for each Triangle.

1 )
b

a

b

a = 6 inches     b = 8.2 inches

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

2 )
s

s

s

s = 6.3 ft

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

3 )
b

a

b

a = 4 inches     b = 6.9 inches

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

4 )
b

a

b

a = 5.7 inches     b = 8.4 inches

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

5 )
s

s

s

s = 5.9 ft

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

6 )
s

s

s

s = 6.5 inches

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

7 )
s

s

s

s = 6.1 ft

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

8 )

b

a

c

a = 8.3 ft     b = 4.3 ft

c = 9.35 ft

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________

9 )
b

a

b

a = 4.4 inches     b = 7 inches

Area: ________________

Perimeter: ________________

Type: ________________
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Identify the Type For Each TriangleIdentify the Type For Each Triangle

1)

a

c

b

Type: ______________

2)

s

s

s

Type: ______________

3)

a

a

c

Type: ______________

4)

s

s

s

Type: ______________

5)

b

a

b

Type: ______________

6)

b

a

b

Type: ______________

7)

a

c

b

Type: ______________

8)

b

a

b

Type: ______________

9)

a

a

c

Type: ______________

10)

b

a

c

Type: ______________

11)

a

c

b

Type: ______________

12)

a
c

b

Type: ______________



GEOMETRY FORMULAS  

 

SHAPES —  perimeter (P)  and area (A)  
 

SQUARE   TRIANGLE   CIRCLE  

P = 4a 

A = a 2  

 

 P = a+b+c 

A = 
1

2
bh 

 C = 2πr  

A = πr 2  

 

 

RECTANGLE   PARALLELOGRAM  TRAPEZOID  

P = 2a+2b 

A = ab 

 P = 2a+2b 

A = bh 

 P = a+b+c+d 

A = 
𝑏+𝑑

2
h 

 

SOLIDS —  surface area (SA) and volume (V)  
 

CUBE   RECTANGULAR PRISM   CYLINDER  

SA = 6a 2  

V = a 3  

 SA = 2ab+2ac+2bc  

V = abc 

 SA = 2πr(r+h)  

V = πr2h 

 

SPHERE   CONE   REC T ANGU L AR  P Y R A MID  

SA = 4πr 2  

V = 
4πr3

3
 

 V = 
1

3
πr2h  V = 

1

3
abh 

Created by Jason Murphy in 2014. CC BY-NC-SA. 

a h 

b 

r  

a 

b 

h 

b 

a 

a c 

h 

b 

a c 

d 

a a 

b 

c 

h 

r  

h 

r  

r  h 

b 

a 



Name _________________________________         Date ________________ 
Finding the area and perimeter of squares and rectangles 

 
Find the Area and Perimeter of the following 
shapes: 
 
1.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Area ______ 
 
Perimeter _______ 
 
 
 
 
2.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Area ______ 
 
Perimeter _______ 
 
 
 
 
Find the length of the rectangle 
 
3. 

. 
Area 48  
 
 

 
 Solve the following problems. Be sure to 
show your work! 
 
4. David wants to buy tile for his new 
kitchen. He kitchen is 6 ft by 8 ft. Tile cost 
2.00 a square foot. How much would it cost 
David to tile his entire kitchen? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Gin wants to plant a garden. She knows 
the total area will measure 36 square feet. 
What could the measurement of the length 
and width of Gin’s garden be? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. If Tanner’s tree house has a length of 3 
feet, and an area of 27 square feet, what is 
the width of Tanner’s tree house? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Frances has a square mirror. The area of 
her mirror is 25 square feet. What is the 
perimeter? 

5	cm	

5	cm	

3	cm	

9	cm	

4	cm	



Perimeter and Area! 
1. Find the perimeter and the area for the following shapes. Make 
sure you use the formula. The first one has been done for you.  
 

 PERIMETER AREA 
 
 
 
 
12cm 
 
 

 
P= S + S + S + S 
  = 12+12+12+12 

  = 48cm 
 

 
A = L x W 
  = 12 x 12 

  = 144cm² 
 

 
 
 
 
 9m 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
                             
 
 
 2m 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                   
 
 
3km 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   11cm 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

6m 

7km 



 PERIMETER AREA 
 
 
 
 
20cm 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  4m 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                    8m 
 
 
  4m 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                   100km 
 
 

20km 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

Find the lengths of 
each side and draw 
them on the square. 
Complete the formula: 
 
P = S+S+S+S 
  =  
  = 20cm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Find the lengths of each 
side and draw them on 
the rectangle. Complete 
the formula: 
 
A = L x W 
  = 
  = 10cm² 

 



1 

 

Mathematique 

Perimeter and Area of rectangles and squares Grade 6 ( Gr 5 revision ) 
 
1 Perimeter of a rectangle 
 

The perimeter is the total distance around the outside. You find this by adding together the 
length of each side.  The opposite sides of a rectangle are equal in length, so the perimeter 
is twice the width plus twice the height. 
 
In this example the perimeter will be 

 
 ��������� � 20 
 20 
 5 
 5 � 50	�� 
 
 The formula will be : 
 
 ��������� � 2 
 2� � 2� 
 �� 
 
  � ����		���	� � ������ 
 
 By using the formula :  ��������� � 2�20 
 5� � 2�25� � 50	�� 
 
 
2 Perimeter of a square 
 

You know by now that a square is a special type of rectangle – it is a rectangle with all the 
sides equal.  

 
 Use the formula for the perimeter of the rectangle : 
 
 ��������� � 2�5 
 5� � 2�10� � 20	�� 
 
 But the can also just do the following : 
 
 ��������� � 4������ � 4�5� � 20	�� 
 
3 The area of a rectangle 
 
 Using the example above : ���� �  � � � 20 � 5 � 100	��² 
 
4 The area of a square 
 
 ���� � ���� � ���� � 5 � 5 � 25	��² 
 
 Again using the example above. 

The area of any rectangle or square 

is measured in square units :  m² ; 

cm² ; km² ;  mm². 
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. Before the American Revolution Great Britain was   

a. A monarchy 
b. A democracy 
c. An oligarchy 
d. A republic 

 
2. The New York colony was originally settled by the 

 
a. British 
b. Dutch 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
3. The French and Indian War was fought  

 
a. Between French soldiers and Indian warriors 
b. French soldiers and Dutch settlers 
c. In Europe 
d. None of the above 

 
4. After the Seven Years’ War ended 

 
a. France still owned Canada 
b. Britain controlled the lands east of the Mississippi River 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
5. A main cause of the American Revolution was 

a. Britain took control of New Amsterdam 
b. France gained control of lands east of the Mississippi River 
c. Great Britain imposed heavy taxes on the colonies 
d. The colonists lost the French and Indian War 

 
6. The First Continental Congress 
 

a. Was formed by Great Britain 
b. Was endorsed by Great Britain 
c. Included British royal governors 
d. None of the above 

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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The Boston Tea Party 
 

 Taxes and other forms of revenue 
are needed for a government to operate. 
Money is always needed to build roads, 
maintain schools, and to finance all the 
other functions of a legitimate 
government. Citizens understand the 
need for fair taxes but they will protest if 
taxes are unfair, misused or too high. You 
might hear your family members or newscasters talk about how complicated 
taxes are today. Taxes were also complicated in Great Britain and the American 
colonies in the 1700s, especially taxes on tea.  
 New taxes on the colonies, including a tax on tea, were part of the 
Townsend Acts passed by the British Parliament beginning in 1767. The Boston 
Massacre that occurred in 1770 was a result of these taxes and parts of the 
Townsend Acts were repealed after it. A Tea Act was passed by Parliament in 
1773 changing how taxes on tea were charged. Some of the members of 
Parliament argued against the colonial taxes on tea, not wanting further trouble 
after the Boston Massacre. The tax on tea for the colonists was not increased but 
the Tea Act gave the East India Company support from the British government to 
sell tea in the colonies over merchants who lived in the colonies.  
 In this complicated mix of taxes and events, seven shiploads of tea owned 
by the East India Company were sent to the ports of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia and Charleston in the fall of 1773. The ships arriving in New York 
and Philadelphia were returned to England without unloading their cargo. The tea 
arriving in Charleston was seized by customs officials. In Boston, the royal 
governor insisted that the British laws be followed and that the taxes on the tea 
be paid. Colonial protesters wanted the ships to be returned to England without 
paying the taxes. On the last day that the loads of tea could remain in port 
without paying taxes, December 16, 1773, about 5,000 Boston citizens met and 
passed a resolution urging the ship’s captain to sail without paying the tax. When 
the ships remained in port, that evening a group of men boarded the vessels and 
dumped the cargo of tea overboard. This act was called the Boston Tea Party. 
 The Boston Tea Party was a protest not against the tax on tea but against 
how Great Britain was ruling the colonies without any colonial participation. It 
was one of the events leading up to the American Revolutionary War. 
 

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. In order to get money from the colonies Great Britain taxed 

a. Income 
b. Land 
c. Imported items 
d. Farm products 

 
2. When the citizens of Boston protested against the heavy taxes Great Britain 

 
a. Raised the taxes higher 
b. Sent troops to Boston 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
3. One way that Bostonians protested was 

 
a. Riots in the streets 
b. Snipers 
c. Guerilla attacks 
d. All of the above 

 
4. Where in town did the Boston Massacre occur? 

 
a. On the commons 
b. Along the Charles River 
c. At the courthouse 
d. None of the above 

 
5. How many Boston citizens died as a result of the Boston Massacre? 

a. 3 
b. 5 
c. 7 
d. 9 

 
6. One result of the Boston Massacre was 
 

a. Soldiers were withdrawn from Boston 
b. Soldiers were brought to trial 
c. It was later used to promote the cause of American independence 
d. All of the above 

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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The Boston Massacre 
 

 It’s the evening of March 5, 1770 in Boston in 

the British colony of Massachusetts. British soldiers 

are changing the guard at the Customs House where 

British taxes are levied and collected. A confrontation 

occurs between colonists and the soldiers, shots are 

fired, and three colonists are dead on the spot; two more die the next day. This 

event is called the Boston Massacre and it’s easy to say that it was a cause of the 

American Revolution. What really happened and why? 

 Great Britain had spent huge sums of money waging the French and 

Indian War (1754-1763) in North America to gain control of more land. At the 

same time the British were fighting the related Seven Years’ War in Europe. 

When the wars ended in 1763 Great Britain needed money and passed the 

Townsend Acts which heavily taxed everyday imported items like glass, paper 

and tea in the colonies. When these taxes caused unrest among the colonists, in 

1768 Great Britain sent troops to Boston to maintain control and protect the tax 

collectors who levied customs duties on imported products. These soldiers could 

be assigned to live in private homes with the colonists. There was one British 

soldier in Boston for every four residents. Boston was an occupied city and 

tensions were high between soldiers and residents. There were frequent riots. 

 The Boston Massacre began with a nighttime confrontation between a 

youth and a soldier in front of the Customs House. A crowd gathered and grew 

larger when church bells were rung to get the attention of more men. The British 

soldier summoned help as well. Soon 400 men of Boston were throwing ice and 

snowballs at the soldiers defending the Customs House, daring them to fire their 

muskets into the crowd. Reports say that the officer in charge called out, “Don’t 

fire!” In the confusion, shots were fired anyway.  

 The British immediately removed the troops from Boston and repealed the 

Townsend Acts in April 1770 except for the tax on tea. The officer in charge and 

nine soldiers were brought to trial about eight months later. Two soldiers were 

found guilty of manslaughter and all the others were acquitted. Boston remained 

quiet for several years. The Boston Massacre was later used as a rallying point by 

patriots who favored independence.  

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. Collecting taxes is 

a. A legitimate function of government 
b. Unfair to citizens 
c. Always resented by citizens 
d. None of the above 

 
2. The first tax on tea in the American colonies was part of the 

 
a. Tea Act 
b. Townsend Acts 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
3. After the Tea Act was passed, who did the British government support in the 
sales of tea in the American colonies? 

 
a. Colonial tea merchants 
b. General stores 
c. Agents of the East India Company 
d. All of the above 

 
4. In the fall of 1773 what happened to the tea shipments in New York and 
Philadelphia? 

 
a. They were thrown into the ocean 
b. They were burned 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
5. On the day of the Boston Tea Party a large crowd of Bostonians passed a 
resolution to  
 

a. Burn the ships containing tea 
b. Throw the tea overboard 
c. Negotiate with the governor 
d. Ask the captain to return his tea ships to England 

 
6. On the evening of the Boston Tea Party what happened to the tea? 
 

a. It was burned 
b. It was shredded 
c. It was thrown overboard 
d. All of the above 

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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Causes of the American Revolution 
 

 Before the American Revolutionary War the original thirteen states of the 
United States of America were colonies of Great Britain. Great Britain was a 
monarchy, that is, it was ruled by a king or queen. Great Britain was also at the 
head of an empire called the British Empire similar to the ancient Roman Empire. 
An empire is a group of nations, territories, or peoples ruled by a single 
authority. The thirteen American colonies were part of the British Empire and 
were ruled by the King of England and the British Parliament located far away 
across the Atlantic Ocean. The royal governor of each colony was appointed by 

the king and was loyal to the king. The governor did not 
represent the colonists. 
 Remember too that in the 1600s when the 
colonies were originally founded, some of the colonies 
belonged to other countries. For example, New York 
was first settled by the Dutch and the city of New 
York was called New Amsterdam. The Dutch brought 
in settlers from Germany, Ireland and France. Great 

Britain took the colony with warships in 1664 and 
named it New York. So, all the colonists in North America 

were not necessarily loyal British subjects.  
 Before the Revolutionary War, the French and Indian War was fought 
between Great Britain and France for control over lands in North America, 
especially lands west of the existing British colonies. This conflict lasted from 
1754 until 1763. This war between two major European powers caused the 
Seven Years’ War in Europe. During this time of wars, it was in the best interest 
of the British Empire to defend the colonies. After the wars ended, Britain had 
gained control over most of North America east of the Mississippi River. 
 Britain had invested heavily in defending the colonies and now wanted to 
show authority over them by imposing heavy taxes. As a result, the colonists 
formed what were called committees of correspondence. These lead to the 
establishment of Provincial Congresses in the colonies, their first independent 
governments. These provincial governments of the thirteen colonies joined 
together in the First Continental Congress in 1774. In response, the British 
government sent troops, dissolved the local governments, and enacted more 
taxes and rules. The first skirmishes of the Revolutionary War began in 1775 and 
the Declaration of Independence was written in 1776. 
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. The King of England during the Revolutionary War was 

a. King George II 
b. King George III 
c. Queen Victoria 
d. King Charles III 

 
2. The Royal Proclamation of 1763 

 
a. Forbade any further westward expansion of the American colonies 
b. Extended the tax on tea 
c. Denied the colonies any right to self-government 
d. None of the above 

 
3. During colonial times the governor of a colony was 

 
a. Elected by the people living in the colony 
b. Selected by the members of the legislature 
c. Appointed by British leaders 
d. Appointed by the Continental Congress 

 
4. British General Thomas Gage 

 
a. Was also governor of Massachusetts 
b. Was responsible for enforcing the Intolerable Acts 
c. Participated in the first battles of the Revolutionary War 
d. All of the above 

 
5. British General William Howe 

a. Served as commander-in-chief of the British Army in India 
b. Surrendered at Yorktown   
c. Favored a peaceful solution to the Revolutionary War 
d. Was relieved of his command 

 
6. The Revolutionary War ended  
 

a. When General Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown 
b. By royal proclamation 
c. When the Treaty of Paris was signed 
d. None of the above 

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. The requirement that colonists pay for the upkeep of British soldiers is called  

a. Lodging Acts 
b. Tax Acts 
c. Quartering Acts 
d. None of the above 

 
2. The Townsend Acts disbanded the legislature of which colony? 

 
a. Massachusetts 
b. Delaware 
c. Pennsylvania 
d. New York 

 
3. Colonists called the laws passed by Britain to punish the colonies for the 
Boston Tea Party the 

 
a. Townsend Acts 
b. Intolerable Acts 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
4. The First and Second Continental Congress met in 

 
a. Boston 
b. Philadelphia 
c. New York City 
d. Charleston 

 
5. A declaration of independence from Great Britain was to be written by a 

Committee of 

a. Three 
b. Five 
c. Ten 
d. Twelve 

 
6. The person who wrote the Declaration of Independence was 
 

a. Thomas Jefferson 
b. Benjamin Franklin 
c. John Adams 
d. Richard Henry Lee  

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. The author of the pro-independence pamphlet Common Sense was 

a. Thomas Jefferson 
b. Thomas Paine 
c. John Adams 
d. Benjamin Franklin 

 
2. The author of the Declaration of Independence was 
 

a. Thomas Jefferson 
b. Thomas Paine 
c. John Adams 
d. Benjamin Franklin 

 
3. The Father of the Constitution was 

 
a. Thomas Jefferson 
b. George Washington 
c. Benjamin Franklin 
d. None of the above 

 
4. Which of the following leaders eventually became president? 

 
a. Benjamin Franklin 
b. Thomas Jefferson 
c. Both a. and b. above 
d. None of the above 

 
5. Who is known as the Father of His Country? 

a. Benjamin Franklin 
b. Thomas Jefferson 
c. George Washington 
d. Ethan Allen 

 
6. The military leader called the Swamp Fox was 
 

a. Ethan Allen 
b. Francis Marion 
c. Thomas Paine 
d. Richard Henry Lee 

http://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�
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Colonial Leaders of the American Revolution  
 

 Our early American history is filled with great 

leaders who guided the colonies on their path to 

independence from Great Britain. The leaders of 

the American Revolution include people of spirit 

who were willing to defy the British government, 

people of conviction who defined principles of 

democracy for the new nation, and people of courage who led troops into battle. 

This brief lesson can only mention a few of the early American heroes. 

 Thomas Paine was the author of a pamphlet titled Common Sense in 1776. 

This pamphlet convinced many ordinary citizens that the colonies should become 

independent from Great Britain. It sold 100,000 copies and Thomas Paine has 

the title of Father of the American Revolution. Richard Henry Lee of Virginia was 

the first to present a petition to the Second Continental Congress in June 1776 

advocating that the colonies declare their independence from Great Britain.  

The Second Continental Congress appointed a Committee of Five to draft a 

formal declaration of independence. Respected leaders who were part of the 

committee were Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. Benjamin 

Franklin spent most of Revolutionary War period in Europe gaining support for 

the independence of the colonies among European powers. John Adams later 

became the second president of the United States. Thomas Jefferson was the 

author of the Declaration of Independence and became the third president. 

The Second Continental Congress established the Revolutionary Army in 

1776 and appointed George Washington to be the commander of the army. 

Washington was responsible for the tactics of the Revolutionary War and how the 

military campaigns were conducted. Washington was selected to be the first 

president when the Constitution formed the United States as a country. 

Washington is known by the title Father of His Country. James Madison, who 

later became the fourth president, is known as the Father of the Constitution. 

The Revolutionary Army has local heroes who fought in particular areas of 

the country. These include Ethan Allen from Vermont, Francis Marion the Swamp 

Fox of South Carolina, and George Rogers Clark who defended Kentucky.   
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British Leaders of the American Revolution 
 

 There are two sides to every story and the 
British leaders who were in power influenced the 
causes and eventual outcome of the Revolutionary 
War. Starting at the top, the King George III was King 
of England from 1760 until his death in 1820. The 
events of the Revolutionary War occurred during his 
reign. The Seven Years’ War in Europe and the related 
French and Indian War in North America ended 

together in 1763. After the war Great Britain kept all its land in North America 
but had many debts to pay from these long wars. King George III issued the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763 that forbade any further westward expansion of the 
American colonies so England would not need to pay soldiers to defend more 
land. It was King George who decided that the tax on tea should remain to show 
the colonists that Great Britain had the right to tax the colonies. This tax was 
part of the cause of the Boston Tea Party in December 1773. 
 When the Revolutionary War began General Thomas Gage held two 
positions. He was appointed as the governor of Massachusetts and the 
commander-in-chief of the British forces in 1774. During colonial times the 
governor of a colony was appointed by British leaders. As governor, Gage was at 
the center of enforcing the Intolerable Acts that were unpopular with the 
colonists. As head of the military he fought the first battles of the Revolutionary 
War that occurred in Massachusetts. After these battles he resigned his positions 
and returned to England. General William Howe became the commander-in-chief. 
Under his leadership the British forces won significant victories but he did not 
pursue the defeat of the American forces. He favored a peaceful solution to the 
conflict. He resigned as commander-in-chief in 1778. 
 Henry Clinton was sent from England in 1775 and first saw action at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775. He became Commander-in-Chief for North America 
in 1778. His second-in-command was General Charles Cornwallis. General 
Cornwallis is famous for his surrender at the Siege of Yorktown in 1781. Even 
though this surrender is sometimes called the end of the Revolutionary War, the 
war did not end until 1783 when the Treaty of Paris was signed. Cornwallis 
returned to England in 1782 as part of a prisoner exchange and later became the 
governor-general of India, another colonial holding of the British Empire.  
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British Leaders of the American Revolution 
 

 There are two sides to every story and the 
British leaders who were in power influenced the 
causes and eventual outcome of the Revolutionary 
War. Starting at the top, the King George III was King 
of England from 1760 until his death in 1820. The 
events of the Revolutionary War occurred during his 
reign. The Seven Years’ War in Europe and the related 
French and Indian War in North America ended 

together in 1763. After the war Great Britain kept all its land in North America 
but had many debts to pay from these long wars. King George III issued the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763 that forbade any further westward expansion of the 
American colonies so England would not need to pay soldiers to defend more 
land. It was King George who decided that the tax on tea should remain to show 
the colonists that Great Britain had the right to tax the colonies. This tax was 
part of the cause of the Boston Tea Party in December 1773. 
 When the Revolutionary War began General Thomas Gage held two 
positions. He was appointed as the governor of Massachusetts and the 
commander-in-chief of the British forces in 1774. During colonial times the 
governor of a colony was appointed by British leaders. As governor, Gage was at 
the center of enforcing the Intolerable Acts that were unpopular with the 
colonists. As head of the military he fought the first battles of the Revolutionary 
War that occurred in Massachusetts. After these battles he resigned his positions 
and returned to England. General William Howe became the commander-in-chief. 
Under his leadership the British forces won significant victories but he did not 
pursue the defeat of the American forces. He favored a peaceful solution to the 
conflict. He resigned as commander-in-chief in 1778. 
 Henry Clinton was sent from England in 1775 and first saw action at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775. He became Commander-in-Chief for North America 
in 1778. His second-in-command was General Charles Cornwallis. General 
Cornwallis is famous for his surrender at the Siege of Yorktown in 1781. Even 
though this surrender is sometimes called the end of the Revolutionary War, the 
war did not end until 1783 when the Treaty of Paris was signed. Cornwallis 
returned to England in 1782 as part of a prisoner exchange and later became the 
governor-general of India, another colonial holding of the British Empire.  
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Declaration of Independence 
 

 The American colonies had been in conflict with the 
British government since 1767 when the Townsend Acts 
were passed by the British Parliament. These laws not only 
added new taxes to the colonies they also disbanded the 
New York legislature until it complied with orders to pay for 
food, supplies and barracks for British soldiers. This was 
called a Quartering Act. The Townsend Acts increased 
tension between the colonists and the British government. These tensions 
erupted into the Boston Massacre in 1770 and the Boston Tea Party in 1773. 
Britain passed additional laws in 1774 that were called the Intolerable Acts that 
were designed to punish the colonies for the Boston Tea Party. 
 Twelve of the colonies sent a total of 56 delegates to Philadelphia to 
review the situation with Great Britain in 1774. This group was called the First 
Continental Congress. They called for a boycott of English goods and petitioned 
the king to address colonial grievances. The Second Continental Congress met 
May 1775 again in Philadelphia. By this time the Battles of Lexington and 
Concord had already taken place in Massachusetts and the Revolutionary War 
had begun. This group of delegates organized the Continental Army in June 1775 
to fight the war for independence. The Second Continental Congress was the 
government for the colonists during the entire Revolutionary War. 
 This Congress heard the first petition for independence from Britain read 
by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia on June 7, 1776 even though many delegates 
favored remaining as British colonies. The Congress recessed for three weeks. A 
Committee of Five was appointed to write a draft of a statement of independence 
from Britain during that time. The five men were: John Adams of Massachusetts, 
Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, Robert R. 
Livingston of New York, and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia. However, Thomas 
Jefferson was the primary writer of the document. 
 The Congress met again on July 1 and adopted the Lee Resolution by a 
vote of 12 to 1. The Congress reviewed Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence, 
making small changes. The Second Continental Congress adopted the 
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.  
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